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National Assistance (Assessment of Resources) Amendment (Scotland) Regulations 
2017 (SSI 2017/134)  

National Assistance (Sums for Personal Requirements) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 
(SSI 2017/135) 

 
Thank you for your enquiry relating to the Statutory Instruments above which are due to  
come into force on 1st June 2017.  
 
As you note, the regulations relating to capital limits and the Personal Expenses Allowance 
(PEA) normally come into force in April.  
 
In agreeing the proposed rates for 2017, we experienced a delay due to on-going 
discussions with the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities (COSLA) which in turn caused 
a delay in laying the relevant statutory instruments.    
 
COSLA wrote to all the local authorities advising them that local authorities have the power 
to allow a different amount from that prescribed for personal expenses in special 
circumstances under section 5.005 of the CRAG (Charging for Residential Accommodation 
Guidance), and under section 22(4) of the National Assistance Act of 1948.  Due to this, 
COSLA informed the local authorities that the Scottish Government had advised that local 
authorities could implement the new PEA from 10th April.  This would also allow local 
authorities to backdate implementation of the revised personal expenses allowance, where 
they consider it appropriate.  
 
The cost to local authorities of the increase in the PEA is estimated at £0.81m per annum, 
which is a 2.4% increase.  However, this would be offset by the increase in basic state 
pension which was a 2.5% increase and pension credit  which increased by 2.4% this year.   
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In relation to capital limits, local authorities have an obligation to recover costs incurred in the 
provision of accommodation to an individual and they are obliged to adhere to the charging 
scheme set out in Part 3 of the 1948 Act and the 1992 Regulations.  Therefore, local 
authorities do not have the discretion to vary the capital limits that are currently prescribed 
until the regulatory changes come into force, in this case 1st June 2017.  This information 
was also contained within the correspondence to local authorities from COSLA. 
 
The Scottish Government estimated the impact of an increase in capital limits in line with CPI 
(1%) and consider that as pensioners’ assets and incomes rose in line with inflation, that the 
impact on local authority revenue’s would be neutral. 
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